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rrow PACIFIC ELECTRIC SUBWAY TERMINAL 
The operation of fast electric cars such as PE 674 shown 
shere coming out of the Subway Terminal has preserved rail 
operations on PE's Western District. Current plans of 

ly jLos Angeles officials call for joining this down-town ter- 


4 minal with private right of ways in the freeways now being 
built for high speed rail mass transportation. Photo by 


a Fred H. Matthews, Jr. 
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This publication is issued as a souvenir of the trip of 
the Bay Area Electric Railroad Association over the Western 
District lines of the Pacific Electric Railway on Sunday, 
February 12, 1950. The trip is under the general directio 
of Arthur L. Lloyd, Jr., President, and James Christy Strong 
Excursion Director for Southern California, Feature mater- 
ial written and compiled by Addison H. Laflin, Jr., Secretar 
2119 Marin Avenue, Berkeley 7, California. 

Produced and distributed as an issue of "THE WESTERN 
RAILROADER" Issue 124; Volume 13, Number 4, February, 1950, 
Francis Guido, Editor, P.O. Box 668, San Mateo, California, 





March 12th - Cal-Nevada's San-Ramon Valiey trip making loop 
via Niles, Tracy, Martinez, San Ramon and Niles, 
Tickets at S.P, agencies, 
April 16th - R&LHS's ferry General Coxe to Vallejo and s.p, _L0S AN 
to Esparto on Vaca Valley branch. Fare about $7, 
Tickets from Stanley Merritt, 836 Alma, Oakland { plane 
Northern Cal's V&T trip is scheduled for a date in March to bes" the 
selected depending on abandonment date. tt 
Sacramento Northern trip originally scheduled for March 26th in’ 
took place January 29th due to availability of Budd} 1895, 
car. New trip on same date may be planned by Bay [%*" °P‘ 


RAILFAN EXCURSIONS OUT OF SAN FRANCISCO; | 
‘ 


Area electric, an cars 

#ectric 

PACIFIC RAILROAD SOCIETY, Los Angeles, 1950 Excursion Schedul ag ll 
February 24-25-26 S.P. “High Sierras" trip to Reno, Nevada . 
April 2 P.E. Northern District & San Bernardino Pent 
May’ 7 U.P. Southern California branch lines P; Cli 
June 11 P.E. Southern District rigy ina 
September 24 S.P. Santa Barbara via Santa.Paula Branch aie ial 
November 5 Santa Fe "High Speed Run" to Needles OR a ” 
"Triangle Trip" SP to Mojave, Santa Fe to eoumagl 

Barstow and Los Angeles, ainie 

Write: Pacific Railroad Society, P.O. Box 5279, Metropolitan Firs 
Station, Los Angeles 55, Calif. hg ie 

bur and 


"NEW" TRANSIT PLAN FOR SAN FRANCISCO Hearings of the Utilityld two 1 
Commission on the plansfventy { 


for revisions of service on the Municipal Railway of San Fran-| The 
cisco have resulted in the following changes in plans: 1898 
(1.) Plans to substitute busses for the M and L lines havefile She 
been dropped (at least for the present). ile E, 

(2.) The D line will be converted to busses and moved to f§ quote 
Sutter Street as planned, uging a 

geles ¢ 


The date for the abandonment of the H and D street caf owing 1 
lines has been set ahead to March 19th due to delays in the @s Ange} 
Mission Street trolley bus conversion. erman -( 
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Pp LOS ANGELES PACIFIC 700's These cars were to have run 
st $7.8 through the subways that were 
land, q Planned in 1906. Later enclosed, they became the 950's 
to bes the Pacific Electric, Photo courtesy R. C. Brandt 


6th | "Interurban Days" in the Los Angeles area began on May 

t Budd 1895, when the Pasadena & Les Angeles Electric Railway 

y Bay gan operation of its 35-foot,-dougle-truck Brill and Amer- 

an cars over its single-track, three foot, six inch gauge 

@ectric line between Los Angeles and Pasadena over a route 

| osely following what later became known as the South Pasad- 

chedul a line, 

ada So popular was this pioneer line, that it was necessary 


ond double track it right after the first week of operation. 

; P,; Clark, later to be associated with the Los Angeles Pac- 

— ic, was the Vice President and General Manager of this 

OR rly company. The same financial interests then built the 

=to [stdena & Pacific, a double track narrow gauge (33 feet) lire 
tween Los Angeles and Santa Monica, and on April 1, 1896, 

akeee ectric railway service to the beaches was first inaugurated, 


First schedules over this original electric railway to 
inta Monica in the narrow gauge forty foot cars called for an 
bur and a quarter for the nineteen miles. These little cars 
itilityld two forty horsepower Westinghouse motors in contrast to the 
plansfventy five horsepower motors of the PE's 950's, 
| Fran- The Los Angeles Pacific succeded the Pasadena & Pacific 
1898 with the Hook interests taking over the Pasadena line 
s havefile Sherman and Clark stayed with the Los Angeles Pacific. 
ile E, P, Clark had started with the narrow gauge line, he 
,d to $$ quoted in 1904 as saying: “I am heartily in favor of broad 
uging all the street railway systems in Los Angeles...Los 
geles cannot afford to be narrow gauge on anything; it is 
t caf fowing too fast for pinching methods, Broad gauging of the 
n the @s Angeles Pacific lines was completed in 1908 as part of the 
frman-Clark-Harriman combine's plans for the Western division 
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LOS ANGELES PACIFIC 190's Standard LA-P city cars used in 

local service to Hollywood and 
Vineyard, but as shown here also used to Del Rey and Redon-tracks 
do by the LA-P. They were built by St Louis Car Company in One 
1902. They later became Pacific Electric 490's. Photo 
courtesy of Stewart Liebman, 


PACIFIC ELECTRIC 950's 


A two car train taken at the outerWi 
end of the Venice Short Line in | 
1948 shows the current appearance of the 1906 "Subway Cars 
Few of these cafs remain today and they are scheduled for 
an early retirement. Photo by Francis Guido. 
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Today's Hill Street Tunnels were only part of the Eight 
illion dollar subway program planned by E. H. Harriman for 

the Los Angeles-Pacific Railroad in 1906! More than a 

illion and a half dollars were spent in December, 1906 to 

ecure rights of way for an extensive subway system whose routes 
bear a striking resemblance to the freeways being built or plan- 
pd today. 

The 1906 plans were much more ambitious than anything pro- 
osed before or since for the electric railway system in the 
estern portion of the Los Angeles area, The main subway was 
o have closely paralleled West Fourth Street from a Terminal 
Building on Hill Street between Fourth and Fith to Vermont 
Avenue, 

It was to have been a concrete tunnel with four tracks. 

fhe Terminal Building was to have had a 240-foot frontage on 

ill Street and a depth of 330 feet, It was to have been 

hine stories in height in addition to the basement. The 

plans called for 1100 office rooms and nearly 16 acres of 

loor space. 

Waiting roems, a “large ladies' parlor", a restaurant, 

ticket offices, an information bureau and three stores were 

d in to have been located on the first floor. Eight tracks were 

and to have been run into the depot from the subway while two 

edon-tracks were to have led off of Hill Street. 

my in One Hundred cars were ordered for the subway service to 

0t0 be equipped with multipie-unit control and overhead trolley 
system, Of this order, only fifty cars were built and deliver- 
hd---the Los Angeles Pacific 700 class cars which later became 
the-Pacific Electric 950 series of today. These cars, by the 
ay, were the first electric cars in Los Angeles with end train 
floors. 

From the Western entrance of the four track subway “air 
ines" were to have been built direct to Ocean Park, Santa 
onica and Hollywood. The main line was to have extended 
ypn private right of way from Fourth and Vermont to Wilshire 
fy poulevard, There it was to have entered a second subway, 
000-feet in length running through the then famed Nadeau 
ineyard, and connecting with the existing- lines at the 
wuiction of the line to the Soldier's home, and then to Ocean 
Park, 












A second line was te have extended from Fourth and Ver- 
Shont to Sherman Junction, a distance of 54 miles making a 
~Bhort line to Santa Monica and the Westgate Line, midway 
etween Vernon Avenue and Sherman Junction, and a third line 
as to have run through Hollywood by way of Highland Avenue, 
Business was very brisk on the Los Angeles Pacific Rail- 
oad in 1906, especially on the Beach lines. Plans were then 
foot to four track the Venice Shortline between Vineyard and 
Banta Monica, A schedule calling for a flyer ever 74 minutes 
rom the Hill Street Station to the beaches was contemplated 
outerWith the 100 cars then on order (today's 950's). Trains of 
in fhree and four cars on excursion days were to be the rule with 
/Cars'phis projected four track system. The slower Los Angeles 
| for Pacific cars, the 190 series, were to fill out the local ser- 
ice on the outer tracks, 
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=SSTERN DIS CARS 5 bi 3 on Franklin Ave ngeles 
WESTERN DISTRICT LOCAL CARS 1a/at ew ©. C. Whittaker; ervice 
thi r { scrapped by 1941; Center: Ormer S 
ee ae Siemae” a 316 ran on the Edendale Incorpo 
an. they were off the roster by 1934, photo courtesy of bought : 











: the Edendale The 
co dt; Botton: PE 102, usually used on 
ae icneeuwt years, is here seen on the Santa Snes Se eneral. 
line January 1, 1946 during the Rose Bowl rush; photo by apler . 
\ ; a 
Jack Whitmeyer,. inte: 
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PACIFIC ELECTRIC 600's A two car train at Vineyard shows 


aida 
what might be termed PE's "subway 
cars" of today for the "600's" are the basic equipment on 


a the Western District and the Subway Terminal. Photo by 


i 
jy) }) Fred H. Matthews, Jr. 
} 
When the subway idea was revived in the-1920's the station 
vas to have been built under Pershing Square, but as things 
/ 
ve 





horked out the Pacific Electric used the original station site 

planned for the Los Angeles Pacific when it built the present 

subway Terminal Building for what was then called the Hol lwood- 

fan Fernando-Glendale Tunnel. The Subway Terminal went into 

ervice in 1925, hut except for the building, the present sub- 

ay is just a mere shadow of the Harriman plans-of 1906. ; 
Hollywood Boulevard, Santa Monica Air Line, Santa Monica 

boulevard and the Venice Short Line are the only former Los 

A ngeles Pacific lines still offering electric rail passenger 

H bervice, Incidentally the Santa Monica Air Line was the 

former Santa Monica brach of the Southern Pacific which was 
dale Incorporated into the Los Angeles Pacific when SP interests 
of ought into the LA-P. 





ale The Pacific Electric's Western District of today is _ 
Blvd Benerally considered to be its principal street car operation, 
y but in the days of the Los Angeles Pacificit was very much of 


1 interurban. 
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FUTURE INIERURBAN? The Budd railcar nere shown unaer trolley 
wire on the BAERA excursion over the Sac- 
ramento Northern, January 29th, looks like the type of car 
that many fans had hoped the SN would buy (with trolley pole 
of course), -The car performed very well on its first rail- 
fan excursion, and the W.P., apparently well satisfied with it 
work on trains 1 and 2 have ordered a combination style car, 
It will have a 15-foot baggage compartment and seat 71 pass- 
engers. It will run tri-weekly between Stockton and Salt 
Lake City replacing trains 1 and 2, The car already has an 


official title of "“Zephyrette”™.. 


ODDS AND ENDS End for the Virginia & Truckee is closer with 
the Nevada Commission approving abandonment 
in an order issued February 2nd, The Santa Fe has replaced 
all steam locomotives on its Valley division save for local 
freights, The 40-line right of way in San Mateo County has 
been transferred from the S.F. Municiapal Railway to the Water 
department for possible use as a pipe line right of way. 
The Great Northern-Western Pacific-Santa Fe have announced 
faster freight schedules for their "Bieber Route--The Inside 
Gateway" with two trains each way daily between Los Angeles 
and Seattle, 


REDWOOD EMPIRE NOTE The Hammond Lumber Company is getting 

a diesel locomotive. Engine 12 (mallet) 
and 15 (2-8-2) alternate on the Samoa-Crannell log trains-- 
two trips a day. Number 16 (2-8-2T) has seen little service 
as it needs an overhaul. No word on 17 (2-8-2T) and 31 ( shay] 
which are still stranded in the woods, -- Stan Borden, 





FOR: SALE - F-M Sheffield 32 speeder. Suitable for group of 
six, Can furnish bill of sale from original owners, $50.00. 
Will also sell auto trailer to haul same for $40.00. Write: 
Jack Gibson, 24 Pleasant St., Los Gatos, California, ADVT. 
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